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AS RS COMPONENT 1 - BUDDHISM (OPTION D)

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1A 157 12.7 4.8 25 51 73.7
1B 154 13.6 5.1 25 54.2 72.3
2A 55 13.3 5.4 25 53.2 25.8
2B 54 14.5 5.1 25 58 25.4
3A 121 12.5 5.1 25 49.8 56.8
3B 121 13.6 5.5 25 54.6 56.8
4A 67 16.5 4 25 65.9 31.5
4B 68 15 4.7 25 59.9 31.9
5A 22 14.6 5.1 25 58.4 10.3
5B 20 13.3 5.4 25 53.2 9.4
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AS RS COMPONENT 1 - BUDDHISM (OPTION D)

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

More could have been made out of this introduction. The candidate could have linked this to named aspects in the scripture rather than being this generic. They may have included an opening quote.



Sticky Note

The use of English language here needs to be improved. Karma is a difficult concept to explain and needs to be done carefully and thoughtfully. Karma means action and in it simplest form it is about cause and effect.



Sticky Note

Whilst this paragraph does link to karma it is mainly about punya and dana and feels out of place at this point in the essay. Candidates need to ensure that they are answering the question.



Sticky Note

The candidate could have briefly explained the analogy and explained its relevance in more detail here.



Sticky Note

Candidates should try to give more detail about the original source if referencing it. The passage in question is more than the idea stated by the candidate. There is no mention here of a seed ripening.



Sticky Note

The candidate has explained this well and it is a relevant point to use in the essay.  It could be improved with examples and linked to the realms.







Sticky Note

This feels like a conclusion, which is not necessary in an A01. The last sentence needs to be expanded for it to not read as a repeat of the introduction.



Sticky Note

This paragraph doesn't directly discuss karma but could easily be improved by explaining the link carefully. Anatta is used well here as a concept within Buddhist that expresses the idea of karma.



Sticky Note

A clearer definition is needed here.







Sticky Note

The social media point is a fair one and opposes the statement of the question well. For this paragraph to improve the candidate should give a real life example of a suitable scenario. How exactly does social media demonstrate that Karma does make sense?



Sticky Note

Already this essay is demonstrating a weaker style that does not offer much analysis. It is a 'for then against then for' style essay. The points made are not directly linking together and opposing each other in content, rather just in general opposition.



Sticky Note

This point needs to be explained more clearly. It does not directly answer the question.



Sticky Note

The link to modern science is a good general point but again the candidate is not making this clear until the last sentence and even this link is not explicit enough.







Sticky Note

This is a point with no explanation. Who? give examples and link this back to the point. Karma is supposed to be fair and (example) shows that karma is not fair in the modern world.



Sticky Note

Analysis is demonstrated here by the candidate directly going against the point above. By really engaging in the argument they have demonstrated good A02 skills.



Sticky Note

This is a weak conclusion. It engages with the statement of the question and demonstrates a sound conclusion. It lacks reasons why the candidate has come to such a conclusion. This would greatly improve it. The candidate should recall some of the arguments made earlier in the essay and weigh up why those ideas lead to the idea that karma has no more of less clarity in the modern or ancient world.
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      25 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


 religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  


 influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  


 cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


 approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


16-20 marks 
 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


11-15 marks 
 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence 
and examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 
 


6-10 marks 
 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence 
and examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-5 marks 
 


- Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


- A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  
- The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited  use of evidence 


and examples. 
- Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
- Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   25 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 
and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


4 


16-20 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


3 


11-15 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been 


addressed. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


2 


6-10 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 


and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


1 


1-5 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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4. (a) Explain how the medical metaphor illustrates the Four Noble Truths. 


[AO1 25] 
 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


 The Four Noble truths are amongst the first teachings of the Buddha – 
truths allegedly perceived by the Buddha whilst under the Bodhi tree 


 The first truth – all life is dukkha. Expect candidates to be aware of 
difficulties of translating this term, and the importance of a wider definition. 
If dukkha meant suffering alone, the first truth would be easily refutable. 
However, dukkha is a far more subtle and complex notion, perhaps best 
translated as unsatisfactoriness. The medical metaphor sees this as the 
diagnosis of the human condition, which could only be made a wise 
physician (i.e. a Buddha).  


 The second truth – cause of dukkha is clinging, grasping, attachment. 
‘Tanha’ literally means ‘thirst’. In the medical metaphor the physician 
identifies a cause of the symptoms, i.e. the true nature of the disease.  


 The third truth is the message that it is possible to overcome attachment 
and craving, even in its most subtle forms. In the medical metaphor this is 
the identification of a cure.  


 The fourth truth announces the path to attaining ‘nirodha’ (cessation of 
dukkha). In a Theravada context this is the Eightfold path, but in other 
schools of Buddhism this could be understood in a variety of different 
ways (e.g. the development of wisdom and compassion, the bodhisattva 
path, the variety of practices recommended in different schools of 
Buddhism). The medical metaphor identifies this a prognosis and 
prescription.  


 The medical metaphor presents the four noble truths as highly rational 
and scientific, which may help to increase Buddhism’s appeal in West.   


 
 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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4. (b) ‘Belief in the Four Noble Truths is essential for all Buddhists.’ 


 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


 The Four Noble Truths are amongst the earliest of the Buddha’s 
teachings, and are presented as the truths he perceived at the point at 
which he became awakened.  


 The four noble truths neatly convey an enormous amount of information 
about the nature of the condition of sentient beings, and the challenges 
faced in life, as well as offering a clearly laid out solution. The whole of the 
Buddhist path could be said to be captured and summarised within them.  


 Many (Mahayana) schools of Buddhism do not focus so explicitly on the 
Four noble truths, rather on the bodhisattva path towards developing and 
perfecting absolute compassion, or on other teachings/practices, such as 
devotion and gratitude to enlightened beings or the development of insight 
through the practice of meditation.   


 Whilst the Four Noble Truths may not be explicitly mentioned across all 
Buddhist traditions, all Buddhism could reasonably be said to be about 
suffering and the cessation of suffering.  


 The Four Noble Truths may offer a description of and a solution to the 
human condition, but they say nothing about regulating the sangha, 
nothing about other important teachings such as meditation. 


 Zen Buddhists might argue that all that is necessary is zazen, Pure Land 
might argue that all that is necessary is saying the nembutsu, even just 
once with faith, and the Four Noble Truths are an unnecessary intellectual 
elaboration.  


 Japanese Buddhists might argue in that in this period of Mappo (the Age 
of the Degenerate Dharma), it is impossible to successfully practice the 
original teachings of the historical Buddha, and new, more accessible 
teachings are needed.  


 Many Buddhists might argue that the most important thing about 
Buddhism is that it teaches compassion and kindness. The Dalai Lama 
says ‘my religion is kindness.’  


 
 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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Sticky Note

A great introduction that contains lots of information relevant to the question. 



 

Sticky Note

A well written introduction that outlines the origin of the human understanding of karma and a clear reference to the wheel of samsara. 



 

Sticky Note

A well explained link



Sticky Note

Explain that karma means action.







 

Sticky Note

An excellent reference to scripture



 

Sticky Note

specific text reference



 

Sticky Note

Good use of scripture 



 

Sticky Note

More references. A high level of understanding demonstrated by the choice of references. It is well explained.



 

Sticky Note

Detailed references show that this candidate is fully aware of the notion of karma. By using an example and explaining it clearly they have demonstrated a good understanding of karma.







 

Sticky Note

A good observation that could be explored further



 

Sticky Note

A fantastic observation that could have been explored further.



Sticky Note

Evidence of analysis here (A02 skills).







 

Sticky Note

A good comparison and use of analogy. This is a well written essay that demonstrates many higher band qualities



 

Sticky Note

A good modern example that demonstrates a deeper understanding of karma and expresses the candidates ability to think widely around the concept.



 

Sticky Note

The candidate has identified where potential criticisms will arise



Sticky Note

Use of examples helps the candidate to explain the point fully.







 

Sticky Note

A well thought out conclusion that draws on the content of the essay and gives reasons for the concluding statement.
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      25 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


 religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  


 influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  


 cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


 approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 
appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


16-20 marks 
 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


11-15 marks 
 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence 
and examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 
 


6-10 marks 
 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence 
and examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-5 marks 
 


- Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


- A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  
- The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited  use of evidence 


and examples. 
- Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
- Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   25 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 
and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


4 


16-20 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


3 


11-15 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been 


addressed. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


2 


6-10 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 


and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


1 


1-5 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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Component 1 
 


Option D: An Introduction to Buddhism 
 


Mark Scheme 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 


1. (a) Examine the notion of karma. 


[AO1 25] 
 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


 Karma means action. It is a teaching which explains that our past actions 
affect us, either positively or negatively, and that our present actions will 
affect us in the future. 


 Theravada and Tibetan traditions disagree about whether everything we 
experience is attributable to karma. Theravada accepts some genetic and 
natural causes other than karma. However, it contributes to our 
conditioning.  


 For Buddhists, karma has implications beyond this life. Negative or 
unskilful actions in a previous life can follow a person into their next life 
and cause bad effects. Skilful actions that lead to good karmic outcomes 
are based upon motives of generosity; compassion, kindness and 
sympathy. The opposite motives of greed, aversion (hatred) and delusion, 
when acted upon, lead to bad karmic results.Even a Buddha is not 
exempt from the effects of past karma, although this will burn out during 
this life.  


 Karma determines where a person will be reborn and their status in their 
next life. Good karma can result in being born in one of the heavenly 
realms. Bad karma can cause rebirth as an animal, or torment in a hell 
realm. 


 Buddhists try to cultivate good karma and avoid bad. However, the aim of 
Buddhism is to escape the cycle of rebirth altogether, not simply to 
acquire good karma and so to be born into a more pleasant state.  


 Karma is not an external force, not a system of punishment or reward 
dealt out by a god. The concept is more accurately understood as a 
natural law similar to gravity. Good karma creates merit (punya), which 
can be transferred to others.  


 
 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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1. (b) ‘Belief in karma makes no sense in the modern world.’ 


 
  Evaluate this view. [AO2 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


 Cause and effect is an observable scientific fact about the world. It is easy 
to see that actions have consequences.  


 However it is not always obvious that people who do bad deeds reap bad 
effects. Sometimes it appears that good people suffer unfairly. It is not 
possible to perceive karma functioning in an obvious way. However, it 
may be that it is functioning, just not in ways that are observable to 
someone outside of the situation.  


 Buddhist belief that karma affects future lives is less compatible with 
modern worldviews, which tend to be materialist and nihilist. Many 
western Buddhists are agnostic about rebirth, and emphasise the 
Buddha’s caution against metaphysical speculation.  However they still 
accept the basic principles of karma.  


 Candidates may take a moral view and argue that whether or not karma is 
an actual fact, it is important for people to take responsibility for the 
actions in the world. If people were more attuned to the possible 
consequences of their actions, they may act in much wiser ways than they 
do.  


 Candidates may argue that it makes more sense to think in terms of 
people acting freely and making entirely free-choices, rather than being 
constrained by karmic conditioning. Candidates may argue for a theistic 
moral universe.  


 
 


Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiatd evaluation regarding the issue raised. 


 
 
  












[25]4. (a)	 Explain	how	the	medical	metaphor	illustrates	the	Four	Noble	Truths.


(b) ‘Belief	in	the	Four	Noble	Truths	is	essential	for	all	Buddhists.’
Evaluate	this	view. [25]












 

Sticky Note

key terms are in the most part used well



 

Sticky Note

good ideas that would benefit from further explanation



 

Sticky Note

sankhara-dukkha is a type of suffering rather that the process of finding the source of suffering; samudaya. 



Sticky Note

Nirodha means stop



Sticky Note

More could be made of difficulty of the concept of dukkha. The three types of dukkha and reference to the sermon by the Buddha.



Sticky Note

The candidate needs to explain the medical analogy in more detail as it assumes a lot from the reader. Whilst it is obvious that the candidate knows the medical metaphor it could be explained further and more explicitly.



Sticky Note

Magga means path not cessation



Sticky Note

The candidate could briefly state what the eightfold path is, beyond that it is a path to cessation of suffering.







 

Sticky Note

Other Buddhists would say that there are other ways to overcome dukkha.



 

Sticky Note

This could be a really good point if it was developed.



 

Sticky Note

The candidate would benefit from exploring why some would say this.



Sticky Note

Band 2  7 marks



Sticky Note

To improve the candidate would need to use key words correctly and explain the metaphor and The Four Noble Truths in more detail.



Sticky Note

repetititve



Sticky Note

What do they actually say about the importance of TFNT?







 

Sticky Note

A good point to be explored further



 

Sticky Note

There seems to be a jump in ideas here that need linking together. Clarity is needed. The four noble truths are not rules by which to follow.



 

Sticky Note

A better conclusion would have raised more points that had come from a variety of analysis points throughout an essay.B3 11 marks



Sticky Note

The essay is a list of points that are not explored. There is little to no analysis, which is essential for an A02 essay.
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[25]1. (a)	 Examine	the	notion	of	karma.


(b) ‘Belief in karma makes no sense in the modern world.’
Evaluate	this	view	with	reference	to	Buddhism. [25]












 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


2 







